
 

Titles of reproducible masters 
are printed in bold for ease of 
reference. These are available 
in digital format. 

    
                  

What is in a lesson found in Closing the Distance? 

The explore and the elaborate 
phase  have two concurrent 
components:  
a student-facilitated activity 
and a teacher-led intervention 
that focuses on the needs of 
students struggling with the 
content. 
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Each lesson supports multiple 
student expectations with a 
focus on the STAAR®  
readiness standards. Student  
expectations are listed at the 
beginning of each lesson. 

A focused pre-assessment is 
provided for each lesson.  
Tier I intervention activities 
are identified for use with 
students who may struggle 
with the identified content.  

What is in a lesson found in Closing the Distance? 

Materials for each 
phase are summarized 
on one page for ease 
in preparation. 

Grouping strategies for 
each phase are  
summarized to assist 
in the arrangement of 
the classroom. 
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Additional materials 
may be needed to 
complement the 
student pages. 

Key ideas and concepts to listen 
for as students complete each 
phase are listed. 

What is in a lesson found in Closing the Distance? 

Key vocabulary 
terms are       
identified for each 
phase. 

Complete  
directions are  
included on each 
student page.  
Additional  
directions are 
provided for 
teacher-facilitated 
aspects of an  
activity. 
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Each selected-response item is labeled 
with the content student expectation.  

What is in a lesson found in Closing the Distance? 

The explain phase  
includes debriefing  
questions to guide class 
discussion for key  
understandings and skills 
found in the activities. 
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Small-group intervention suggestions are 
provided for the Explore and the Elaborate 
phases.  

Each intervention 
provides instructions 
on how to make the 
mathematics more 
explicit for students 
struggling with the 
content within the 
lesson.  

What is in a lesson found in Closing the Distance? 
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Each lesson  
provides an  
opportunity for  
student reflection 
as the student 
self-assesses  
strengths for 
each phase of 
the lesson.  
Following this  
self-assessment,  
students are 
prompted to note 
what they are 
most proud of 
and to set a goal 
to improve  
understanding.  

What is in a lesson found in Closing the Distance? 
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Name: _______________________________  Date: ________________________  

 
 

Pre-Assessment: Rational Number Operations 
 
 Each of the following student work samples has a mistake. 
 Identify and explain each mistake. 
 

Problem Student Work Explain the Mistake 

Mr. Jackson paid for his purchase of 
fishing equipment with $75. He 
bought 16 weights and 24 packages 
of worms. The cost of each weight 
was $1.16, and the cost of each 
package of worms was $2.25. How 
much change should Mr. Jackson 
receive? 

$1.16
16

$18.56

   
$2.25

24

$54.00

   
$18.56

54.00

$72.56

  

 
Mr. Jackson received 
$72.56 in change. 

 

A gym offers its members an 
optional clean towel service for 
$16.40 each month.  

 The gym has 62 members 
that use the towel service.  

 At the end of the first week, 
12 members that use the 
towel service had paid the 
fee.  

 The remaining members that 
use the towel service paid 
during the second week of 
the month.  

How much money was collected 
during the second week of the 
month for the towel service? 

$16.40
12

$196.80

  

 
The gym collected $196.80. 

 

At 2 A.M. in Alaska, the temperature 
 

was 1 F.   The temperature dropped 
33
4

 degrees each hour after that. 

What was the temperature 3 hours 
 

later? 

3 31 3 3 1
4 4

       

 
The temperature 3 hours 

later is 
31
4

  degrees. 
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